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About the Team

Competition is split into two 

categories (speech events and 

debate events)

Debate: Lincoln Douglas, Policy, 

Congressional, and Public Forum

Speech: Interp Events, Platform 

Events, Limited Prep Events

Most time is spent practicing, or 

competing on weekends



Portable Skills01.
Academic 
Opportunity02.

Community03.
Leadership 
and Activism04.

Debate’s Impact



Portable Skills

Speech and debate teaches you to 

analyze arguments from diverse 

perspectives and gain an 

understanding of legislative 

processes

Research done for debate events 

prepares competitors for college 

level work

Public speaking, persuasion, and 

networking abilities apply directly to 

the real world

https://www.wiaa.com/ConDocs/Con1672/Spring%20Legislation%20Packet.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a49RrsWk0du7pur0t4Dzkg8-B3g_7uoR/view?usp=sharing




Academic Growth

- Builds self confidence, helps 

communication of ideas, and creates the 

tools for academic success (Stanford 

National Forensic Institute)

- Correlated with higher grades and 

SAT Scores (New York Times)

- Provides scholarship opportunities 

Younger Grades

High School



Debate’s Impact on the Class of 2021

Colby College Class of 2025

Jaylin 
Talmadge

American University Class 

of 2025

Whitman Debate Presidential 

Scholarship Recipient

Ausha 
Curry

Alexa 
Grechishkin



● Students connect 
with fellow 
Bulldogs as well as 
debaters from 
across Washington

● Travel creates 
opportunities to 
meet competitors 
from diverse 
backgrounds

Community through Debate







Activism

Students explore critical 

issues through their 

speeches 

Involvement in other 

extracurriculars is 

encouraged

Debaters become motivated 

to create real world change



Goals for the Future

- Working to match the diversity 
of the team to the diversity of 
MVHS as a whole

- Growing and expanding our 
middle school debate program

- Continuing to uphold 
competitive success while 
growing leaders through the 
activity



What’s 
Next?



State Speech and Debate/Nationals!




